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T H E A U D I T O R A U D I T E D . 
T h e art of r u n n i n g a r a i l r o a d appears 
at first b lush to be a very s imple and 
easily understood affair; a mat ter of mer-
est every-day r o u t i n e ; occas ional ly some-
what difficult of prompt execut ion, as i n 
case, it may be, of a strike, a washout, or 
a g l u t of business; but i n no wise de-
m a n d i n g eminent or ig inat ive a b i l i t y or a 
m u c h more than o r d i n a r y out lay of men-
tal v i ta l i ty . 
T h e tourist , to beguile a whi le of t rave l , 
looks over his t ime-table, or folder, and 
finds it a w o r l d of i n f o r m a t i o n ; a m a r v e l 
of comprehensiveness and condensat ion; 
the perfection of blended geographical 
and c h r o n o l o g i c a l arrangement of matter; 
and a model of directness of statement 
and l u c i d i t y of style. A n d thereby, as he 
reads, he is a l l u r e d i n t o r e e l i n g off, to the 
r h y t h m i c u n w i n d i n g of the miles, a quite 
readable l i t t le essay of his own on " W h a t 
I k n o w about r a i l r o a d i n g . " 
W h a t he don't know, as i t shal l after-
wards accumulate i n conversat ion w i t h 
conductors, porters, presidents, attorneys, 
brakemen, t i cket agents, expressmen, l ine-
men, directors, paymasters, bookkeepers, 
telegraphers, engineers, c i v i l engineers, 
s tockholders , auditors , baggagemen, su-
perintendents, tracers, treasurers, c lerks, 
bondholders , switchmen, financiers, me-
chanics, a d v e r t i s i n g agents, and an a r m y 
of employees and officials of one depart-
ment after another, w i l l i n t ime bury out 
of his sight his premature, well-meant 
effort, and leave h i m a wiser and quieter 
seeker after further i n f o r m a t i o n . 
T h e tale of T o m H u n t e r belongs to an 
unscheduled m o r a l extreme of transport-
at ional l i fe, and shows that while it may 
be one t h i n g to run the trains of a railway, 
it may be quite another to run to earth a 
b o l t i n g embezzler of the funds of a r a i l -
way company. Its scene is l a i d i n a re-
g ion of responsibi l i ty not hitherto covered 
- w i t h adequate track or t raceabi l i ty ; a k i n d 
of f r inge or b o r d e r l a n d of loose f inancial 
trust whose outer l i m i t was said to be lost 
i n the sands of the desert. T h i s mone-
tary Mauvaise Terre, in w h i c h a t radi t ion-
a l l y semi-independent official, k n o w n as 
the auditor , c o u l d answer his superior's 
questions upon the understanding that his 
superior was not to question his answers, 
is b e i n g gradual ly brought , by the genius 
and persistency of administrative heads of 
affairs, under government and account-
able c o n t r o l ; and to Pres ident George C. 
S m i t h , of A t l a n t a , belongs the credit of 
hav ing , i n the interests of just ice , brought 
the services of the G o v e r n o r and Senators 
of his state, of the legal cert i f ied account-
ancy of another state, of the Pres ident and 
Secretary of State of the U n i t e d States, of 
the Sultan of a distant empire, and of the 
best detective bureau i n the w o r l d , to 
bear conjo int ly and simultaneously on the 
important problem of how to audit the au-
ditor. 
W h e n M r . S m i t h , who, after graduation 
at college, began his educat ion i n the 
modern science of adminis t ra t ion as 
private secretary to the G o v e r n o r of 
M i c h i g a n , and had c o n t i n u e d i t in various 
executive capacities connected w i t h trans-
portat ion companies, was placed, a few 
years ago, i n charge of the A t l a n t a and 
W e s t P o i n t R a i l r o a d and the W e s t e r n 
R a i l w a y of A l a b a m a , he began" the inau-
g u r a t i o n of cer ta in new and approved 
methods of business; and i n due t i m e ar-
r ived at the a c c o u n t i n g department. 
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T h o m a s J . H u n t e r , who had been for 
some years the official auditor , was i n 
hearty accord, apparent ly , w i t h the u t i l i -
zation of a l l modern safeguards against 
loss of prof i ts; and cheerful ly turned over 
the books of his office every now and then 
to the inspect ion of an expert account-
ant. T h e new president, however, de-
c i d e d — t h o u g h not of necessity in any 
att i tude of mere s u s p i c i o n — t h a t a l l ex-
aminat ion or audit , whether k n o w n as 
official or expert, should be accompl ished 
upon some final basis of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ; 
and this one c r u c i a l thought of a pract ica l 
man fired the train which unearthed years 
of fraud and embezzlement amount ing to 
many tens of thousands of dollars. 
T h e State of N e w Y o r k had recently 
placed the higher or scientific account-
ancy u p o n a lega l professional f o o t i n g ; 
and had empowered the Regents of the 
State U n i v e r s i t y to confer the t i t le C e r t i -
fied P u b l i c A c c o u n t a n t , w i t h exc lus ive 
r ight to use the i n i t i a l letters C. P. A . , 
upon those whose study, experience and 
mental calibre had fitted them to o r i g i n -
ate, examine, an d comprehensively con-
t r o l books and methods of account of any 
great financial organizat ion. Charles 
W a l d o H a s k i n s , C . P . A . , had been elected 
president of the State B o a r d of E x a m i n -
ers appointed by the Regents , and of the 
newly f o r m e d State Society of Cert i f ied 
P u b l i c Accountants . W i t h this gentleman 
and his business partner, E l i j a h W . Sel ls , 
C . P . A . , Pres ident S m i t h put himself i n 
communicat ion , w i t h the result that H a s -
k ins & Sells, a f irm of established reputa-
t i o n as leaders of the profession, were en-
gaged to make an independent audi t of 
the accounts of his companies, a n d that 
a corps of accountants appeared i n A t -
lanta M o n d a y , O c t o b e r 16, 1899. 
H u n t e r , the auditor , a genial C o r k o n i a n 
and a man of many friends i n A t l a n t a , 
welcomed the accountants with character-
ist ic cordial i ty , placed the books at their 
disposal , and took i t as but a p leas ing 
matter of course that his ledger accounts 
a l l ba lanced to a nicety . B u t when his 
vouchers were ca l led for, he said he feared 
they had not been careful ly preserved 
a nd that, moreover, his f r iend, the former 
expert, had never asked h i m for his v o u c h -
ers; and when the accountants answered 
that unless the vouchers were forthcom-
i n g al l the offices a l o n g the line must 
needs be checked up separately, his one 
wander ing remark was, that his poor wife 
lay sick i n V i r g i n i a . T h e r e u p o n he dis-
appeared, leaving no t race; and not for 
some days was i t assuredly k n o w n that he 
had fled as a fugitive, and that for years 
he had been p a y i n g away insta l lment after 
insta l lment of his h o n o r as the price of 
a great r o u n d - t r i p t icket of leave that 
should b r i n g h i m back i n due course 
to the point of his departure and to 
p r i s o n . 
T h e invest igat ion had been conducted 
very q u i e t l y for two weeks when, on 
T u e s d a y m o r n i n g , October 31, A t l a n t a 
was startled by the announcement that 
Pres ident S m i t h had checked out a n u m -
ber of r a i l r o a d m e n ; a m o n g them, T o m 
H u n t e r , the w e l l - k n o w n society m a n ; and 
that accountant Sells was audi tor pro-
tem. M a n y i n c r i m i n a t i n g papers had 
been secured by M r . Sel ls ; and when the 
vouchers had been got together, one of 
his accountants had made a c o m p a r i s o n 
w i t h the books, and had discovered short-
ages i n several offices, a l l h a v i n g close re-
l a t i o n to one general shortage in the 
office of the auditor. Before the end of 
the first week i n N o v e m b e r , the account-
ants were able to assert pos i t ive ly that 
H u n t e r had stolen many thousands of d o l -
l a r s ; and upon t h e i r affidavit to that effect, 
a n d w i t h a d d i t i o n a l tes t imony from two 
c lerks i n the auditor 's office, a court war-
rant for his arrest was sworn out by Pres-
ident S m i t h ; and at the f o l l o w i n g session 
of the grand jury , he was i n d i c t e d for em-
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bezzlement and fraudulent convers ion. 
M e a n w h i l e , M r . H a s k i n s , b y d i rec t ion 
of Pres ident S m i t h , had t a k e n measures 
i n N e w Y o r k for the apprehension of the 
f u g i t i v e ; the P i n k e r t o n s had undertaken 
t o capture h i m ; and detective R o d g e r s had 
been detai led to find h i m . R o d g e r s 
learned that H u n t e r had left A t l a n t a 
while the opening festivities of the State 
F a i r were g o i n g ON, and that his wife had 
re turned home alone a few days later; and 
that he had been a transient guest at the 
M a r l b o r o u g h i n N e w Y o r k Ci ty . T h e n c e , 
a clue was p icked up w h i c h led to the 
pier of the White Star L i n e of steamers; 
a n d i t was learned that he had sai led i n 
the second cabin of the ocean g r e y h o u n d 
M a j e s t i c on Wednesday, O c t o b e r 25. 
I t was now k n o w n that he w o u l d arrive 
in C o r k h a r b o r on the f o l l o w i n g Wednes-
d a y ; and it was not doubted that he would 
go to his o l d home at B a n d o n , a few miles 
distant . A c la im to protect ion as a sub-
ject of the Queen m i g h t be set up; a n d 
proof posit ive of his g u i l t — h e was n o t 
even yet an e x - a u d i t o r — w a s s t i l l i n c o m -
plete, at least technical ly . T h e agents of 
the P i n k e r t o n s i n G r e a t B r i t a i n were 
therefore instructed to shadow h i m v e r y 
q u i e t l y ; and f r o m the moment of his step-
p i n g off the steamer at Queenstown u n t i l 
he sai led from E n g l a n d , a s leuth was on 
his t r a c k — a t C o r k where he l i s tened, as 
he had often l istened, to 
T h e bells of Shandon 
T h a t sound so grand on 
T h e pleasant waters 
Of the R i v e r L e e ; 
i n the cars, as he gazed back toward the 
old fami l iar Groves of B l a r n e y ; at home, 
where he met w i t h a true I r i s h welcome, 
and where he spent a few heart-sick 
weeks among those who had p r o u d l y 
watched his A m e r i c a n progress; thence 
across St. George 's C h a n n e l ; on to L o n -
d o n ; and to the dock, where he took the 
steamer R o m e for G i b r a l t a r on T h u r s -
day, N o v e m b e r 30. A n E n g l i s h detec-
t ive fol lowed by the next boat a n d 
learned that f rom the R o c k his man had 
crossed the Straits into M o r o c c o , and 
was s topping under an assumed name at 
the B r i s t o l , an hotel in the inner market-
place of T a n g i e r , the " I n f i d e l C i t y " of 
the Sultan. 
It was a lready k n o w n i n the U n i t e d 
States that H u n t e r had fled to the B a r -
b a r y coast; and President Smith had set 
a m o v e m e n t on foot to secure the fr iend-
ly co-operation of his Sheriffian majesty 
i n b r i n g i n g the del inquent to justice. 
M u l e y A b d u l A z i z , a mere youth who 
spends a great part of his t ime at one or 
other of his three capitals , the nearest of 
which is about two weeks i n l a n d by car-
avan, is represented i n T a n g i e r by a M i n -
ister of F o r e i g n Affairs named S i d el H a j 
M o h a m m e d T o r r e s . M o h a m m e d is a de-
scendant of the M o o r s of A n d a l u s i a ; he 
is a very o l d man a n d a poor m a n ; l o n g 
k n o w n as the great " u n b r i b a b l e " M o o r who 
stands up as a monument of integr i ty out 
of the midst of M o o r i s h corrupt ion. Sam-
uel R. Gummeré, our C o n s u l - G e n e r a l at 
T a n g i e r , is persona grata wi th the y o u n g 
E m p e r o r and his M i n i s t e r , and it was be-
l ieved that n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g there is no 
e x t r a d i t i o n treaty between the two coun-
tries , the h a n d i n g over of H u n t e r w o u l d 
not be denied to the Pres ident of the 
U n i t e d States. 
A c c o r d i n g l y , an assistant superintend-
ent of the P i n k e r t o n s , who had been sum-
moned f r o m N e w Y o r k , and W i l l i a m P. 
H i l l , attorney for the rai lroads, left 
A t l a n t a M o n d a y night , December 11, as 
delegates a u t h o r i z e d to l a y the mat ter 
before the E x e c u t i v e and the Department 
of State. A favorable interview took 
place i n Washington on the f o l l o w i n g 
m o r n i n g ; the request of President Smith 
backed b y the courts , by the senators 
f r o m G e o r g i a , by the G o v e r n o r of 
G e o r g i a and by the Secretary of State, 
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met w i t h a hearty response f r o m the 
P r e s i d e n t of the U n i t e d States; and 
w h i l e H i l l returned to G e o r g i a to have 
the great seal of the State affixed to cer-
tain documents, the P i n k e r t o n agent re-
t u r n e d to N e w Y o r k to prepare R o d g e r s 
to accompany H i l l to M o r o c c o . 
A s p r e l i m i n a r y to the request for ex-
t r a d i t i o n , C o n s u l - G e n e r a l G u m m e r é was 
instructed to ask for the detention of 
H u n t e r ; and on F r i d a y , De ce mb e r 15, 
three days after H i l l and the P i n k e r t o n 
agent had first got to W a s h i n g t o n , a cable-
g r a m informed the State Department that 
G u m m e r é had seen M o h a m m e d , that M o -
hammed had ordered the arrest, and that 
the Bashaw had locked H u n t e r up i n the 
Sultan's treasury. 
T h e chain of evidence of g u i l t b e i n g 
complete, the question of c i t izenship of 
l i t t l e importance , and e x t r a d i t i o n h i g h l y 
probable, the Pres ident of the U n i t e d 
States authorized officer R o d g e r s to receive 
into his custody T h o m a s J . H u n t e r , alias 
T h o m a s L . Stevens; and on Wednesday 
m o r n i n g , D e c e m b e r 20, H i l l and R o d g e r s 
met the Secretary of State i n W a s h i n g -
ton, and received a l l necessary papers, i n -
c l u d i n g the President 's warrant, the G o v -
ernor's requis i t ion, and several letters of 
in troduct ion . T h e y left immediate ly for 
N e w Y o r k , expect ing to sai l the next 
m o r n i n g for H a v r e d i r e c t ; on prudent ia l 
considerations, however, it seemed wel l to 
be i n touch w i t h our M i n i s t e r s i n L o n d o n , 
Paris and M a d r i d , and to return home by 
the d irect steamer l e a v i n g G i b r a l t a r on 
J a n u a r y 15. S a i l i n g , therefore, at n o o n 
of Saturday, b y the C u n a r d steamer 
E t r u r i a , they spent their C h r i s t m a s on 
the ocean and the N e w Y e a r i n L o n d o n ; 
and g o i n g over land by way of the capitals 
of F r a n c e and Spain , they crossed over 
into M o r o c c o , arr iv ing about J a n u a r y 
7th at T a n g i e r , where they stopped at the 
C o n t i n e n t a l H o t e l , some distance up the 
h i l l toward the citadel, where is located 
the Sultan's treasury, i n w h i c h H u n t e r was 
incarcerated. 
I n T a n g i e r their way had already been 
smoothed as careful ly as possible, and 
the ir task was an easy one, devoid of vex-
atious d ip lomat ic fencing. T h e C o n s u l -
G e n e r a l introduced them to the amiable 
and p a t r i a r c h a l M i n i s t e r of F o r e i g n A f -
fa i rs ; M o h a m m e d conveyed to them the 
compl iments and g o o d w i l l of his Sacred 
M a j e s t y M u l e y A b d u l A z i z , and wished 
above a l l things, for his master and h i m -
self, to be k i n d l y remembered to H i s E x -
ce l lency the Pres ident of the U n i t e d 
States; and the Bashaw was thereupon 
ordered, i n the name of the Sultan, to 
make the transfer of the prisoner to the 
A m e r i c a n delegates. Pass ing up and 
across the open court of the C i tade l , and 
ascending a few steps flanked on the r ight 
w i t h empty coffers, they entered a g l o o m y 
unfurnished r o o m of the treasury, where, 
s t i l l possessed of just five one-cent pieces, 
and under the eye, for the past four weeks, 
of a guard of five by day and a guard of 
another five by night , was he who, when 
he had spruced up and had shaved away a 
l o n g g r o w t h of dusty beard, would again 
be T o m H u n t e r . W i t h <the A t l a n t a law-
y e r and the N e w Y o r k officer he g l a d l y 
left, not indeed the loathsome and hor-
r ible c i t y pr ison of T a n g i e r — a descr ipt ion 
of which no m a n can read unmoved, and 
into which the chief of the night-watch 
h a d recent ly been thrown for s t e a l i n g — 
but his unwelcome office i n the T r e a s u r y , 
and accompanied them to the Cont inent-
al . T h i s was o n T h u r s d a y , J a n u a r y 11; 
a n d on the same day the steamer had left 
G e n o a for N e w Y o r k , and would arrive at 
G i b r a l t a r i n four days. T h e i n t e r v e n i n g 
three days passed q u i c k l y ; a l l of t h e m 
Sabbaths i n that part of the w o r l d ; F r i -
day the Mohammedan, Saturday the Jew-
ish, and Sunday the C h r i s t i a n ; and on 
M o n d a y , when the G e r m a n L l o y d steamer 
K a i s e r W i l h e l m I I stopped at the R o c k , 
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just across the narrow straits, the attor-
ney, the detective and the pr isoner went 
aboard and began their homestretch across 
the more than 3,000 miles of ocean that 
rol ls between the P i l l a r s of H e r c u l e s and 
the Statue of L i b e r t y 
A t l a n t a was on the qui vive as the tele-
graph t i c k e d off the r e t u r n of the ra i l road 
auditor whose great r o u n d t r i p had been 
outward to a pr ison and was to be inward 
to a prison. T h e vessel was off F i r e Is-
l a n d ; i t was at q u a r a n t i n e ; it was at the 
dock i n N e w Y o r k . T h e t r io were i n 
their s leeping car; the t ra in had started; 
it was i n Washington. H u n t e r had been 
i n t e r v i e w e d ; he was speeding on to the 
" L a n d of the S k y ; " he w o u l d arrive very 
early in the m o r n i n g . A crowd awaited 
the t r a i n when, at 6 o 'c lock on the m o r n -
i n g of F r i d a y , January 26, i t pul led up at 
the U n i o n Depot i n A t l a n t a . B u t the de-
tective had already d r o p p e d off and had 
sl ipped his prisoner away to breakfast. 
A b o u t eight hours after his a r r i v a l i n A t -
lanta, the ex-auditor, unable to secure a 
b o n d of $30,000, was sent to the ja i l pop-
ular ly k n o w n as the T o w e r to await his 
t r i a l , and R o d g e r s left A t l a n t a for N e w 
Y o r k . 
E a r l y on M o n d a y , A p r i l 23, H u n t e r 
was cal led to t r i a l before Judge C a n d l e r 
i n the c r i m i n a l b r a n c h of the superior 
court. B o t h sides of the case were repre-
sented by able counsel. T h e defence 
fa i led to produce witnesses, and confined 
itself to l ive ly cross-examinat ion of those 
of the prosecution, chief of w h o m were 
Pres ident Smith , M r . Sells and D . S. F e r o 
of the corps of accountants. Benjamin 
H . H i l l , cousin of the lawyer who had 
been sent to M o r o c c o to ident i fy the pr is-
oner, and who was associated i n the pros-
ecution with his brother, the State Sol ic i t -
o r , explained how H u n t e r had concealed 
his shortages by d i v i d i n g them up, just 
before the appearance of the expert, 
a m o n g a l l the offices a long the l ine, so 
that no unusual amount ever appeared 
to be due f r o m any one station. I n ad-
d i t i o n to this general method of proced-
ure, it was shown that he had extorted 
money f rom agents as reimbursement on 
shortages w h i c h he himself had created i n 
their books by previous unauthorized c o l -
lections. Fero ' s testimony, as, s tanding 
for nearly four hours amid ledgers, b u n -
dles of vouchers, and papers of a l l k i n d s , 
he described how the figures had been 
juggled, was the picturesque feature of the 
t r i a l ; and the speech of State S o l i c i t o r 
Charles D. H i l l was a m o d e l of forensic 
eloquence worthy of the famous Senator, 
his father. A statement by the accused, 
which had been expected w i t h much i n -
terest, amounted to l i t t le else than a gen-
eral d e n i a l ; and o n Wednesday, A p r i l 25, 
the jury h a v i n g del iberated thirty-five m i n -
utes, he was found gui l ty of the cr imes 
l a i d to his charge, a n d was sentenced to 
hard labor i n the State P e n i t e n t i a r y for 
five years. F r o m court , he was remanded 
to the tower, whence, on M o n d a y , M a y 7, 
1900, h a v i n g been assigned to work in 
the br ick-yards of the Chattahoochee 
B r i c k C o m p a n y , he was r e m o v e d to the 
pr ison camp of the State Peni tent iary . 
